
 

 

 

 

ST DAVID’S HILL PLAYGROUP- NEWSLETTER FROM THE STAFF. 

SPRING TERM 2017 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to all of you after the Christmas break.  We hope that you all had a good 

Christmas  and we wish you all a very happy new year.  Welcome  to our new children,  

we hope that your child's time spent with us will be very enjoyable.  We would like to 

take this opportunity to inform all new parents of whom your child's key person will be: 

Brenda's new children:  Amelia and Charlie Hutchings. 

Carole's new children    Abdullah Alqarni, Samuel Crook. 

Hollie's new children:     Ella Bolt, Ellie Frith.  

 

Your child’s key person is who you will see on open days to discuss how your child is 

settling within the group as well as discussing  your child’s development and progress. 

These days are also an opportunity for you to discuss any concerns that you may have 

regarding  your child within our group. Our open days occur regularly throughout the 

year and you will receive the relevant information relating to these prior to the dates 

arranged.  You will also receive 6 weekly updates of your child's progress and their 

next steps within our group. 

New Children  

When your child starts with us you will be given a 'building a picture' document. This 

document gives you the opportunity to write down any significant information about 

your child which will help to make an easier transition to our group. In this document 

there is a space for your child's key person to record information with regards to how 

they have settled within the group, the friends they have made, their favourite 

activities, sleep patterns, changes in behaviour etc. These records are implemented by 

your child's key person by making on-going notes and observations within their first 

few weeks in the setting and will be shared and discussed with you on an open day that 



will be arranged during this period. This open day will also give you the opportunity to 

discuss any concerns that you may have. 

 

OFSTED INSPECTION 

The group had an early Christmas present this year with a visit from the OFSTED 

inspector on Monday 12th December!  We were extremely pleased with our overall 

'Good' that the group received. All parents by now should have received a copy of this 

report, if you have not received one please see Brenda or Carole and we will print one 

off for you.  

QUESTIONAIRES 

In the last week before Christmas we sent out Children's and parents interest sheets 

for you all to fill in as well as your child's All About Me book.  Can you please return 

these to us asap.  We value all feedback from the questionnaires and we are looking 

forward to sharing the All about me book with your child about their Christmas 

experiences. 

 

 

TERMLY THEME 

For our theme this term the children will be learning all about 

rhyming words and sounds to some letters. We will be playing games 

as well as providing a variety of activities relating to this theme to 

help the children recognise rhyme and sounds of various objects.   

 

Your child will also be involved in activities for celebrating the Chinese New 

year, Mothering Sunday, Pancake day and Valentine's Day .  Please see the list attached 

with activities that your child will be involved in.    

In the first half of term the children will also be producing work for their profile 

books. This work includes a drawing, painting, tracing and cutting and gluing activity. 

These books are available for you to look at with your child’s key person on our open 

days. 

 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 



A big thank you for your support last term with all our fundraising.  We raised £104.20 

for our Halloween barbeque and £15.05 for the children in need day . We all had lots of 

fun on these two days with lots of scary children and parents dressing up for Halloween 

( thank you for all of your effort )!  and lots of children coming to playgroup wearing 

various pyjamas  and bringing  in their teddy for children in need. In addition to these 

events we also had various people fundraising for us throughout the term: 

 

* Lewis Guppy and Lee Squires - Both put on their running shoes and took part in the 

Great West Run and raised a total of £347.53. 

 

* Amelia Evans - After a couple of cancellations  due to bad weather conditions,  Amelia 

very bravely did a sky dive for us. This money is still coming in and we will inform you of 

the amount in due course. 

 

* Committee members organised two separate children's markets and raised £38.52 in 

total. 

 

* Christmas raffle -  This raised a total of £230.00. 

 

* Other donations - £35.00.  

 

We greatly appreciate the help that you  put in to make our fundraising so successful, 

from offering to help on a stall, donating prizes for our raffles, selling tickets, 

choosing our group as your chosen charity for various events and helping organise and 

run the children's markets. If anyone has any other ideas for further fundraising 

please see either Brenda or Carole. All money that we raise is spent on your children 

within the group. Thank you!               

 

 

FORTHCOMING FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

 

Marshalling the car boot sale at the livestock centre on Sunday 19th February 

 

As a charitable group we have been lucky enough to have been chosen to 

marshal at this event to help with our fundraising. This is an excellent 

opportunity to raise a set payment of £250.00. The helpers duties  are 

to collect monies from the sellers, assist in parking vehicles in 

appropriate sections, generally directing traffic within the site, tidying the site and 

picking up litter. If you would be able to help on this morning please see Brenda. 

 

Waitrose 

 

Within the month of February we have been nominated for the Community matters 

project. If you shop in Waitrose you will be given a green disc which you can put in one 

of the three charities that have been chosen for this month. Please ask all your family 



and friends to put into our box as well as choosing our box if you shop in Waitrose. The 

more tokens that are collected means the more money that we will receive!! 

 

Sitel - Charity of the year 

 

We have been put forward to be nominated for Sitel's chosen charity of the year. At 

this point in time we do know that we have been short listed which is a great start and 

we are all keeping our fingers crossed to be chosen!  

 

This is a very positive start to a new year for the group, if you know of other companies 

that run similar charitable events that we could be nominated for, please see Brenda or 

Carole.  

 

 

 

AGM We will be holding our AGM Thursday 2nd February at 6.45pm. Information will 

be sent out to you very soon with regards to the importance of this meeting. If you 

would like to be a member of our committee or would like to know more about the 

positions please see Brenda who will happily have a talk to you regarding this matter. 

 

 

PERSONAL CHANGES If you have changed your mobile telephone number, home 

number E Mail or moved address can you please let a member of staff know. It is very 

important that we have correct and up to date details for emergency situations. 

 

 

HOLIDAY AND ABSENCE If your child is going to be on holiday this term can you 

please inform Brenda or Carole in order to get a holiday form filled in. Likewise if your 

child is poorly can you please let us know on the day, you will be asked to fill out a 

sickness form on your child’s return. 

 

 

NAME LABELS Can you please ensure that your child’s coats, bags  and lunch boxes are 

clearly labelled with your child’s names. Thank you. 

 



LUNCH CLUB            

 

During our lunch club the children are encouraged to eat  healthily, i e sandwiches filled 

with meat or cheese, salad , fresh or dried fruit, yogurts and cheese. We would prefer 

it if biscuits and crisps were kept to a minimum and please can you refrain from packing 

sweets and chocolate. At the start of term will be enclosing a healthy eating guide card 

in your child's lunch book to give you some ideas for their packing.  

 

2 YEAR OLD CHILD CARE  

If you have a two year old or a child coming up to the age of two you may be entitled to 

15 hours child care funding under the "2 gether scheme".  Your child would be eligible if 

your family is receiving certain benefits, has a household income under £16,190 or if 

your child has a disability. For further information please visit 

www.devon.gov.uk/2gether or telephone 0345 155 1013 . 

 

EASTER CLUB We will be running our Easter club again this year. This will run from 

Monday 3rd to Friday 7th April. An application form and more information regarding 

this will be sent out at a later date. 

 

 

STAFF NEWS 

Farewell Gaby!! 

As of half term Gaby will be leaving us to go on maternity leave.  We would like to take 

this opportunity wish both herself and Jamie many 

congratulations on their forthcoming event and we will be 

looking forward to a cuddle in the near future! 

Gaby's key children will be allocated to other staff members: 

Brenda will take on Imogen Howes 

Carole will take on Jack Lord and 

Hollie will take on Zayn Brown and Olly Reilly- Parker. 



We are looking forward to a happy and busy term with your children. If you have any 

concerns or worries concerning your children within the group do not hesitate to 

contact us, we can always make ourselves available to talk to you. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Brenda, Carole, Gaby and Hollie. 

 

Dates for your diary 

February Half term -            Monday 13th - Friday 17th February 

Last day of Spring term -     Friday 31st  March 

Easter Club Week -              Monday 3rd - Friday 7th April 

First day of Summer term - Thursday 2oth April 

May Half term -                   Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June 

 

Spring term 2017 activities 

*Valentine's Day 

. Making a valentine's card 

*The Chinese New Year (year of the rooster) 

. Making red and gold collages 

. Producing Chinese tracings 

. Tasting some Chinese food 

. Looking at factual books relating to the Chinese New Year 

*Pancake Day 

. Making up batter mix 

. Trying a pancake 

. Story book and song 



*Mothering Sunday 

. Making Mothers day cards 

. Small group work - talking about mummy 

. Drawings of mummy. 

* Learning about rhymes and sounds 

. Singing songs and rhymes 

. Sing along to the music CD 

. Dancing to songs and rhymes 

. Telling stories that rhyme 

. Drawing and painting pictures of nursery rhyme characters. 

. Taking part in our rhyming object game. 

. Taking part in our sounds of objects game. 

.  Looking and reading their name card during snack time. 
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